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of reproach, just such a community as was described
and condemned by Disraeli in the pages of Sybil.
But to Joseph Chamberlain there came the vision of
a new and better order of things: " By God's will/*
he said, "this town shall not know itself." Nor did it.
The slums were demolished, and through what had
been dark and crooked alleys, harbouring disease and
fostering thieves, there was cut the great thorough-
fare of Corporation Street. This street, wide, spa-
cious, and clean, symbolized Chamberlain's new order
of things. He next turned his attention to the water
and gas supplies of the city, which he acquired for
the corporation. The result was that Birmingham,
so far as its municipal services went, became the first
of the planned cities. Its inhabitants, instead of
regarding themselves as thrust within its confines in
squalid conditions by inexorable economic law,
realized that they were citizens of no mean city, and
took pride in the prestige of their community.

The great position which Joseph Chamberlain's
work for Birmingham secured for him in the hearts
and minds of his fellow countrymen is best evidenced
by the political sway which he exercised when he
moved on from municipal to national affairs. Origin-
ally a founder member of the Birmingham Liberal
Association, he was the moving spirit in the creation
of the Birmingham Caucus, which was to dominate
and control the political fortunes of the city. The
caucus was in its inception Radical, and was truly
mirrored by the Joe Chamberlain of the late 70's
and early 80's who was as distasteful to Mr. Glad-
stone on account of his Radicalism as he was to the
Queen by reason of his near-Republicanism. But
then the Irish Question and the expansion of his
own mental horizon led Joseph Chamberlain to a new
and more dynamic political orientation. The out-
ward and visible sign of the processes at work in him